


Conformance with Carbon Offset Credit Integrity Assessment Criteria
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The Climate Action Reserve is an environmental nonprofit organization working to support and foster reductions in greenhouse 
gas (GHG) emissions. The Reserve serves as an offset project registry for the North American carbon market, establishing high 
quality standards for carbon offset projects, issuing carbon credits generated from such projects, and tracking the transaction 
of credits in a transparent, publicly-accessible system. www.climateactionreserve.org
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The Reserve only 
registers projects that 
can demonstrate to 
yield surplus GHG 
reductions that are 
additional to what 
would have occurred in 
the absence of a 
carbon offset market. 
Projects must meet 
stringent performance 
standards and not be 
required by any laws or 
regulations. 

The determination of 
baselines in Reserve 
protocols are based on 
research in prevailing 
science, policy, and 
business practices. The 
baselines are realistic, 
defensible, 
conservative to a 
“business as usual” 
emissions trajectory, 
and publicly disclosed.

Reserve protocols 
contain rigorous rules 
covering quantification, 
reporting, and 
verification. Emission 
reductions are 
calculated in a manner 
that is conservative and 
transparent, project 
documents are publicly 
available for review, 
and ex-post verification  
by accredited and 
trained verification 
bodies is required.

CRTs have a clear and 
transparent chain of 
custody. Each CRT is 
assigned a unique 
serial number, and the 
transaction of credits 
over time is tracked in 
a transparent, publicly 
accessible system.

CRTs represent GHG 
reductions, avoidance, 
or sequestration that are 
permanent. For project 
types that may 
experience a risk of 
reversal, the risk is 
addressed through long 
term monitoring, legal 
obligations, and a 
combination of a risk 
buffer pool, discount 
factors, and reversal 
reporting and 
compensation 
procedures.

Reserve protocols 
contain measures to 
assess and mitigate the 
potential for material 
leakage. Based on an 
evaluation of the 
leakage potential for 
each project activity, 
the discount factor is 
determined and 
applied to the 
calculation of baseline 
emissions. 

The Reserve ensures 
that its offset credits 
represent real GHG 
emissions reductions 
that are not double 
counted. Emissions 
reductions are 
independently verified 
to be registered only 
with the Reserve and 
counted once, are 
issued unique serial 
numbers, and are 
tracked in a 
transparent system.

The potential social 
and environmental 
impact of the project 
activity is assessed 
during the protocol 
development process 
and protocol types that 
may result in harm are 
not adopted. Projects 
must abide by all 
applicable laws and 
regulations and 
additional social and 
environmental 
safeguards are 
included as necessary.


