Mangrove forests feature dense tangles

of prop roots that slow the movement
\ of tidal waters, causing sediments to
settle and build up.
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What are the benefits of protecting
and establishing mangrove forests?

Why are mangrove forests under threat?

Less than 50 percent of the world's mangrove forests were intact at the end of the 20th
century, and half of those that remain are in poor condition. Mangrove forests are among
the most threatened habitats in the world, and mangrove loss is rampant across the globe.

AQUACULTURE INDUSTRY

The aquaculture industry (eg shrimp farming) converts wetland areas
to artificial ponds, diverting the water that maintains the health of
surrounding mangroves and contaminating surrounding freshwater
and coastal waters with chemicals, antibiotics, and organic waste.

AGRICULTURE

Thousands of acres of mangrove forests have been destroyed for
conversion to agricultural use. In addition to loss of habitat,
fertilizers, chemicals, and polluted runoff from farming affect the
mangrove habitat.

COASTAL DEVELOPMENT

Development along the coast (such as ports, docks, buildings, golf
courses, and marinas) displace and damage mangrove habitats.
Pollution from development and impacts from population growth
damage the rich coastal ecosystem.

LOGGING

Mangrove trees are a source for the charcoal and lumber industries.

CLIMATE CHANGE

Mangroves are affected by rising sea levels, extreme weather, warmer
air and water temperatures, increasing variability and intensity of
rainfall, ocean salinity, and other climate impacts.

IRRESPONSIBLE TOURISM

Disturbances from irresponsible tourism - including garbage, sewage,
noise, fumes, and lights - can damage mangroves and the
surrounding ecosystems.

How does the Reserve’s Mexico Forest
Protocol support mangrove forests?
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